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World Human 
Rights Day observed
World Human Rights Day was 

observed in the ACCESS-CAFOD 

Project areas of Moheshpur upazila 

in Jhenidah district on 10 

December, 2013. This year's theme 

was 'My Voice Counts.' ACCESS 

(health & empowerment) Project 

and RDC jointly organised a human 

chain and discussion meeting to 

mark the occasion. The discussion 

meeting stressed on the need for 

building a social movement to make 

people aware about human rights.

Dhaka Ahsania Mission 

Coordinator Quamruzzaman spoke 

on the occasion. Bhatiali 

Foundation Director Shahidul Islam, 

Jagoroni Chakro Foundation 

Manager Abu Saleh also addressed. 

Technical Officer of Dhaka Ahsania 

Mission Tapan Kumar Ghosh 

conducted the session. 

DAM at work

AUST lauded for imparting

quality education to students

- Education minister
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AMIC and ACCESS (health & empowerment) 

projects of Dhaka Ahsania Mission observed 

the World Aids Day in various districts of the 

country in a befitting manner on December 1, 

2012.

This year's theme was 'No more HIV infection 

& AIDS death. Let us make a commitment for 

building a world sans disparity.' 

Marking the occasion, Mymensingh centre of 

AMIC Modhumita Project, chalked out 

different programmes on the Day. Programmes 

included rally, discussion meeting, friendly 

football match and prize distribution ceremony. 

The rally started from the Town Hall ground at 

8:00am and terminated at the Civil Surgeon's 

Office in Mymensingh town. Officers, 

employees and recovery friends took part. 

Various educational materials were also 

distributed among the participants. 

In Jessore, a discussion was held at the AMIC 

Centre. Adjutant Air Officer (retd) Md Rezaul 

Haque and businessman Md Shamsul Alam 

were present as special guests. The Manager of  

Jessore AMIC Centre, Md Mohsin Mridha, 

local elite and guardians of patients were 

present. The Programme Assistant of Jessore 

centre, Md Alamgir Hossain, conducted the 

entire programme.

In Keshobpur, Jessore, Upazila Health Complex 

and ACCESS (health & empowerment) project 

of Dhaka Ahsania Mission jointly organized a 

rally, discussion meeting and poster exhibition 

at the upazila town.

Upazila Health & Family Planning Officer Dr 

Sheikh Md Abdus Samad led the colourful 

rally. The rally began at the Upazila Health 

Complex. Participants paraded the main streets 

of Keshobpur bazaar and terminated at the 

Upazila Health Complex. 

The Upazila Family Planning Officer, Md 

Dilder Hossain, all medical officers, the Area 

Coordinator of Dhaka Ahsania Mission, Md 

Alamgir Hossain, officers and employees, 

CAG, GAC and poor members of Ganokendro 

took part. A discussion meeting followed the 

rally.

AMIC Modhumita Project at Chankherpool in 

Dhaka, also chalked out various programmes on 

the Day. Participants took part at a rally, jointly 

organized by the National AIDS Committee, 

Ministry of Health. They also participated at 

different sessions of the National Seminar and 

National AIDS Congress. 

AMIC Modhumita Project installed a stall at the 

Osmany Memorial Auditorium to show 

different activities of the project to the visitors. 

Various educational materials were distributed 

among the visitors.

DAM observes World Aids Day in various districts
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AUST lauded for imparting
quality education to students

Ahsanullah University of 

Science & Technology (AUST) 

has been playing a pioneering 

role in the field of education by 

imparting quality education to 

students. AUST is one of the 

five universities among 56 

universities that maintain correct 

trend in the field of education.

Minister for Education Nurul 

Islam Nahid, MP, said this while 

speaking at the ISESCO 

Literary Award handing over 

ceremony in a function held at 

Tejgaon in the capital on 26 

December, 2012. He further said 

that it is not only Dhaka 

Ahsania Mission (DAM) but the 

entire country is proud of the 

honour. Basic qualitative change 

is essential for development of 

education. 

The new generation should be 

imparted the global standard of 

education. It is through exercise 

of global standard of education 

and moral education that turns 

anyone into a full human being. 

DAM President Kazi Rafiqul 

Alam, on behalf of the Mission, 

received the award from the 

minister. 

AUST Vice Chancellor (VC) A 

M M Safiullah presided over at 

the award giving ceremony 

while it was attended by noted 

lawyer Barrister Rafiq-ul-Haque 

as Guest of Honour. DAM 

Executive Director Dr M 

Ehsanur Rahman delivered the 

welcome address. 

In his address, the minister said 

that flourishment of humanity is 

the main objective of education. 

Prevention of trend of school 

dropout is very important in the 

field of primary education. He 

expressed his concern saying 

that although a large number of 

children were enrolled in 

schools still prevention of 

school dropouts is still a far cry. 

In his address, DAM President 

Kazi Rafiqul Alam said Khan 

Bahadur Ahsanullah (RA) had 

immense contribution in the 

field of education. Following his 

footsteps, DAM has been 

implementing various 

educational development 

programmes. Winning ISESCO 

Award is a great achievement. 

This year, DAM received an 

international literacy award 

from the Islamic Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural 

Organisation (IESCOS) of 

Morocco for its extraordinary 

contributions in the field of 

education. Recently, this award 

was handed over to the 

education minister of 

Bangladesh is a meeting of the 

ISESCO executive council. 

ISESCO Award is awarded after 

an interval of every two years. 

The ISESCO Committee gave 

an announcement of the award 

on 29 August this year. 

The Chair of CAFOD, UK and 

Auxiliary Bishop Johna Arnold 

and the Director of CAFOD, 

UK, Chris Bain, visited the 

IFLS Project of Dhaka Ahsania 

Mission (DAM) on 29 October, 

2012. 

As part of the programme, they 

visited the cyclone shelter at 

Holdibunia village in Chila 

union. They discussed issues on 

disaster preparedness, planning, 

search and rescue and 

management of cyclone shelter 

with the members of 

Community Action Group 

(CAG), Community Volunteer 

(CV) and Union Disaster 

Management Committee and 

their responsibilities.  

During the period, they stressed 

on exchange of correct 

information and formulation of 

participatory planning. They 

termed the drill arranged at 

certain intervals as a positive 

step.

They praised the initiative of the 

community in disaster 

preparedness, role of CAG and 

CV and their close collaboration 

in the activities. 

The visitors expressed their 

opinion that exchange of correct 

information and participatory 

planning would play a major 

role in reducing the risk of 

disaster and it's losses. 

At that time, the Programme 

Coordinator of IFLS Project of 

CAFOD, Umme Kulsum, the 

Development Director of 

CARITAS Bangladesh, Francis 

Atul Sarker, the Project 

Coordinator of IFLS Project of 

DAM, Mokhlesur Rahman, 

Field Coordinator Uzzal Kumar 

Kundu, Field Officer Biswajit 

Biswas and union supervisors 

Kalitara Biswas and Dipankar 

Chaterjee were present.

CAFOD executives visit
DAM's IFLS Project

Education minister
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A day-long opinion exchange 

meeting titled, 'GO-NGO 

Collaboration Guideline and 

Implementation on Primary 

Education' was held at the 

LGED Auditorium (level-2) at 

LGED Building on 19 

December, 2012. The view 

exchange meeting was held 

under management of Dhaka 

Ahsania Mission, Dhaka 

regional secretariat of 

Bangladesh ECD Network 

(BEN) and joint collaboration 

of the Primary Education 

Directorate, BEN and Mass 

Literacy Campaign. 

The meeting was aimed at 

making people aware about 

the process of implementation 

of planning and policy 

formulated for extension of 

the pre-primary educational 

programme. The chairperson 

of BEN, Dr Manjur Ahmed, 

presided over the meeting 

while it was attended by the 

additional secretary of the 

ministry of primary and mass 

education, S M Ashraful 

Islam. The director (policy & 

operation) of Primary 

Education Directorate, 

Faruque Jalil, read out the 

key-note paper.  DAM 

executive Director Dr M 

Ehsanur Rahman delivered the 

welcome address. The vice 

chairman of  BEN, Habibur 

Rahman also spoke on the 

occasion.

Speakers said the importance 

of primary education is 

immense in attainment of 

standard education. The 

NGOs have been running over 

30,000 pre-primary schools 

across the country for the 

purpose.

It is worth mentioning that the 

ministry of primary and mass 

education already approved 

the pre-primary education 

collaboration guideline. The 

ministry did this considering 

the far-reaching influence of 

pre-primary education.  An 

implementation procedure has 

also been developed. 

Alongside government, the 

NGOs will be able to 

implement the pre-primary 

education programme if the 

plan is materialised. ECD 

Network and Mass Literacy 

Campaign will organize 

opinion exchange meetings in 

nine regions of Bangladesh. 

View exchange meeting

for extension of pre-pry

educational programme

Dhaka Ahsania Mission
distributes blankets

among cold-hit people
Dhaka Ahsania Mission (DAM) distributes blankets among the cold-

hit people at Paris Road in Mirpur, Dhaka on 23 December, 2012. 

DAM General Secretary Prof Muhammad Abdus Sobhan formally 

opened the blanket distribution programme. At that time, the 

president of Alor Bhuban Community Resource Centre (CRC) of 

UCLC Project of DAM, Md Sirajul Islam Chunnu, vice president Dr 

A K M Jamaluddin Sarker, Bangladesh coordinator of CMDRR 

Programme of DAM Khan Muhammad Mujahid Ibne Habib and 

officials of DAM were present. The DAM general secretary urged the 

well-to-do people of society to come forward to mitigate sufferings of 

the cold-stricken people.  Alongside various social welfare activities, 

DAM distributes warm clothes to the needy every year. 

The Regional Director (RD) of the Centre for Asia of the 

International Institute for Rural Construction and 

Rehabilitation (IIRR), Merris B Ispeneli, observed various 

activities of Dhaka Ahsania Mission (DAM) from 29 

September to 14 October last year.

The RD saw the activities of DAM-run UNIQUE Project in 

Mymensingh at field level, WatSan Project of Phulbaria, 

ACCESS (health & empowerment) Project in Narsingdi and 

Participatory Monitoring and Evaluation Procedure of 

Microfinance Programme. 

During the period, he also visited Ahsania Mission College 

at Mirpur in the capital and Training and Material 

Development Division, Administration and Human Resource 

Development Division, Programme Division and Monitoring 

and MIS Unit at the Head Office of DAM in Dhanmondi, 

Dhaka.

Later, he conducted two 10-day training workshops held at 

the Conference Room of DAM. 

It is worth mentioning that DAM has been conducting a 

programme based on development initiative with financial 

assistance of Aga Khan Foundation. As part of the 

programme, the aforementioned tour was organized for 

greater application of the ongoing participatory Monitoring 

procedure of DAM in an effective manner. IIRR is providing 

necessary assistance while DAM's Central Monitoring Unit 

is supervising entire activities of the programme.    

IIRR Regional Director
observes DAM activities
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Dhaka Ahsania Mission's 

AMIC organized an anti-

smoking campaign at Karwan 

Bazar, Tejgaon and Farm Gate 

areas of the capital on 30 

December, 2012. 

 The campaign was aimed at 

creating awareness about ill 

effects of smoking and 

creating public opinion about 

tobacco control act. 

 Baul singers enthralled the 

audience by singing songs for 

the whole day.  Asaduzzaman 

Khan Kamal, a lawmaker 

elected from Dhaka-11 

constituency launched the 

campaign. 

Among others, Zahirul Haque 

Zillur, a member of Nagorik 

(citizen's) Forum, Taifur 

Rahman, media and advocacy 

coordinator of Campaign for 

Tobacco-free Kids were 

present.

The Project coordinator of 

Dhaka Ahsania Mission, A K 

M Anisuzzaman, chaired the 

inaugural session. Although 

smoking was officially 

prohibited in public places and 

public transports according to 

tobacco control act, still public 

places and public transports 

were not totally freed from 

smoking. Still smoking is 

going on unabated in public 

places and people from all 

walks of life become victims 

of passive smoking.  

With a view to protecting 

people from ill effects of 

active and passive smoking, it 

is necessary to create public 

awareness against it and build 

a social movement against it. 

Dhaka Ahsania Mission has 

been implementing various 

programmes for reducing ill 

effects of passive smoking by 

keeping public places free 

from smoking, according to 

tobacco products control law 

of 2005. 

Dhaka Ahsania Mission's 

PPVD Project organised two 

view exchange meetings on 

Transformation of Women's 

Economic Power into the 

Advancement of Women's 

Rights and Access to Justice in 

Sadar and Patharghata upazilas 

of Barguna district on 

December 18 & 19, 2012.

Barguna Regional Focal 

Person Md Nasir Uddin 

delivered welcome address 

while project manager 

Rowshar Ara elaborately 

discussed the project activities 

and progress. Shankar Pal, 

head of Human Rights unit, 

Concern Universal, 

highlighted snippets of 

resource information. Dhaka 

Ahsania Mission deputy 

director Dewan Sohrab Uddin 

acted as moderator.

Barguna Sadar upazila 

chairman Lt Col (retd) Alhaj 

Md Abdul Khaleque, Barguna 

Sadar upazila nirbahi officer 

(UNO) Md Mustafizur 

Rahman and Patharghata UNO 

Badal Chandra Halder,  Dhaka 

Ahsania Mission deputy 

director Dewan Sohrab Uddin, 

PPVD project manager 

Rowshan Ara, advocacy & 

training coordinator Md Abdur 

Rouf, monitoring & 

documentation officer Dipok 

Kumar Sarker, upazila 

coordinator Barguna Sadar Md 

Rafiqul Islam, upazila 

coordinator Patharghata Md 

Quamruzzaman, upazila vice 

chairman Mosammat Nusrat 

Jahan Surovi (Barguna), Md 

Zakir Hossain Sikder and 

Mariam Chowdhury Zebu 

(Patharghata), assistant 

commissioner (land) Tarafder 

Sohel Rahman, Barguna Press 

Club president and secretary, 

journalists and officials of 

various projects of Dhaka 

Ahsania Mission were present.

A total of 130 participants 

including government 

officials, journalists, union 

chairmen, members, 

representatives of non-

government organisations and 

teachers took part. Of them, 52 

were women and 78 men.

Anti-smoking campaign in capital

PPVD Project's View exchange
meeting in Barguna

ACCESS (H&E) Project

of DAM observes V- Day
ACCESS (health & empowerment) Project of Dhaka Ahsania 

Mission (DAM) observed Victory Day in Chinishpur Sonali 

Provat, Shilmandi Papri, Mohishashura Ekota, Nuralpur 

Bikoshito, Kathalia Sukher Disha community resource 

centres on 16 December, 2012. Discussion meeting, sports 

and games and cultural function were arranged to mark the 

Day. Discussants highlighted the importance and significance 

of Victory Day. Many unknown stories on the Liberation War 

of Bangladesh and Victory Day came out that was unknown 

to the new generation. This was followed by sports and 

games participated by the audience. Later, prizes were 

distributed among the winners. Finally, a cultural function 

was arranged where members of CAG and school students 

rendered patriotic songs.



DAM at work 5DAM E-Bulletin

2012

The Central Monitoring Unit 

(CMU) of Dhaka Ahsania 

Mission (DAM) organised a 

five-day planning workshop on 

Developing Framework of 

Participatory Monitoring and 

Evaluation System (PMES) of 

DAM at the Mission Bhaban 

Auditorium in the capital from 

3-7 October, 2012.

Aga Khan Foundation came up 

with financial assistance while 

the International Institute for 

Rural Construction and 

Rehabilitation (IIRR) provided 

necessary technical support.

The Executive Director of 

DAM, Dr M Ehsanur Rahman, 

and the OD Specialist of Aga 

Khan Foundation, Md Nurul 

Huda, were present on the 

occasion. The Regional Director 

of the Centre for Asia and the 

Pacific Region, Merris B 

Ispenneli conducted the 

workshop.

Aga Khan Foundation's MIR 

specialist S M M Kabir, MIR 

fellow Ada Samen and OD 

fellow Ms Delare Hamilton 

were present as observers. A 

common monitoring framework 

for DAM's various projects, 

Programme Division, units and 

institutions were developed at 

the workshop.

Twenty-five officials of various 

divisions and units of DAM 

took part. 

DAM's CMU organised another 

training workshop on 

Operationalising the PMEs of 

DAM at the same venue from 8-

12 October, 2012. In this 

workshop, the technique of 

application of general 

monitoring framework was 

determined that was formulated 

at the earlier workshop.

A draft of PMES frameworks of 

DAM's Microfinance Division, 

Training & Material 

Development Division, Human 

Resource & Administration 

Division, MIS Unit, Ahsania 

Mission College, UNIQUE, 

QPE, Amader Fulbaria and 

ACCESS (health & 

empowerment) Project were 

formulated. At present, the 

frameworks of concerned 

divisions, units, institutions and 

projects are under piloting 

process.

Workshop organised by DAM's

Central Monitoring Unit

Dhaka Ahsania Mission (DAM) 

and Khulna Mukti Seba 

Sangstha (KMSS) jointly 

organised a day-long national 

seminar titled, 'Prevention of 

HIV/AIDS in Prisons' at the 

Mission Bhaban Auditorium in 

the capita on 6 November, 2012.

Twenty-two organisations 

working for prevention of 

HIV/AIDS in prisons took part. 

The General Secretary of DAM, 

Prof M A Sobhan, presided over 

while the Inspector General of 

the Directorate of Prisons, 

Brigadier General (retd) Md 

Ashraful Islam Khan, spoke on 

the occasion as Chief Guest. 

The HIV/AIDS Specialist of 

UNODC-Bangladesh, A B M 

Quamrul Ahsan, the Regional 

Expert of UNODC-ROSSA, 

Guner Shekar, and the 

Bangladesh Country 

Coordinator of UNODC, Leo 

Kenny, addressed as special 

guests.  Coordinator Md 

Nasimul Haque Rony delivered 

welcome address. The Assistant 

Director of DAM, Iqbal Masud 

delivered a brief speech on 71 

Project of DAM. 

The Chief Guest, in his 

inaugural address said, most of 

the prisoners are not aware 

about education and health. It is 

our responsibility to impart 

moral education to them. 

Special type of counseling is 

necessary for development of 

their mental health, he said. He 

informed that at least 6-8 

doctors are required in each 

prison but now there is only one 

doctor. Various issues on 

prevention of AIDS in prisons, 

review of entire activities, 

current situation, ways to get rid 

of the situation were discussed 

in four sessions of the seminar.

Nat'l seminar on Prevention of HIV/AIDS

DAM project appraisal 
workshop in Patuakhali

An appraisal workshop on Disaster Risk Reduction, Knowledge 

& Skill, Health, Water & Sanitation Facilities & Life Skills 

project was held at the training room of Upazila Agriculture 

Extension Directorate in Mirzaganj upazila of Patuakhali district 

on December 2, 2012. Mirzaganj upazila nirbahi officer (UNO) 

Md Mizanur Rahman presided over while it was attended by 

Mirzaganj Upazila Parishad chairman Gazi Ather Uddin Ahmed 

as chief guest. Project coordinator of Dhaka Ahsania Mission 

(DAM) Md Modhu Mia was present as main discussant. Upazila 

coordinator of DAM Md Mobarak Hossain conducted the 

meeting. The project has been aimed at creating a disaster 

resilient community through life skill development training and 

providing them with required knowledge and skill on disaster 

management and ensuring health, water and sewerage facilities 

to them.

DAM, in collaboration with the ministry of local government & 

rural development, will implement the project at Madhobkhali, 

Amdagachhia, Kakrabunia and Mazidbaria unions of Mirzaganj 

upazila. Donor agency Cordaid is assisting while the 

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, Max 

Foundation, Concern Universal Bangladesh are coordinating the 

project activities. Upazila chairmen and vice chairmen, of six 

Union Parishads, officials of all departments, officer-in-charge 

of Mirzaganj police station, representatives of civil society and 

journalists took part.
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Attention to psychosocial counselling as 

part of rehabilitation programmes for 

vulnerable and trauma-exposed groups 

can be traced back to late 20th century 

when human rights organisations while 

delivering services to disfranchised 

women and children recognised the 

importance and need of counselling.  

Several national and international 

organisations took initiatives to 

incorporate psychosocial counselling in 

their helping component of multi-sector 

holistic approach from identification to 

recovery and integration of survivors of 

domestic violence, sexual abuse, 

exploitation and trafficking. Repeated 

natural and man-made hazards of the days 

also call forth the need of counselling for 

crisis intervention. At the beginning, 

unskilled personnel with little or no 

training were providing services. Due to 

lack of formal training facilities for 

counselors, short-term trainings were 

provided to build capacity and resources 

to work at field level.  Many 

misconceptions encircle the term 

'counselling'. The job title "counselor" was 

losely used in many cases where most of 

their tasks are limited to guidance and 

advice. Most of the personnel involve in 

service delivery used to claim to do 

counselling. Job description of a counselor 

was not clearly delineated and often 

involved managerial role to act as a 

corrective or motivator role.  They were 

often held responsible and considered as a 

last resort to persuade or influence 

recipient to reach the goal of the 

organisation.  There were fall short of 

proper setting for maintaining 

confidentiality and provision of 

supervision to ensure ethical practice 

crucial to effective service delivery. 

Unicef (2000) also reported that although 

many organisations have, by name, 

included such service within their 

programmes, these programmes rarely 

correspond to common notion of what 

psychosocial counselling should be. 

Nevertheless, existence of such practices 

indicated a need or desire for forms of 

assistance that focuses on psychological 

wellbeing. In response to growing need 

for skilled counsellors, there is a constant 

demand for adequate training 

programmes.

In 1996 with the advent of clinical 

PSYCHOLOGY department, counselling 

services were formally established at the 

Student Counselling and Guidance Centre of 

Dhaka University. This has set a milestone 

for counselling service in educational 

institutions. Later with the initiation of 

professional course of educational 

psychology in 2006 and counselling 

psychology in 2009, psychological services 

were further extended to various schools and 

child development clinics. Thereon medical 

institutions, private schools and NGOs 

started recruiting counselors. To meet the 

growing demands of helping people to have 

a meaningful, satisfying life, adequately 

trained professional counselors are 

indispensable. Subsequently, long term 

structured trainings in counselling were 

initiated at organisational and institutional 

levels. 

--A story produced by the ACT project

Being inspired by the ideals of 

Khan Bahadur Ahsanullah 

(RA), all members of society 

should come forward to build a 

beautiful society. At the same 

time, all should work together 

so that goodness prevails over 

bad deeds by shunning corrupt 

practices. 

Speakers said this at a function 

organised on the occasion of 

distribution of Khan Bahadur 

Ahsanullah Gold Medal Award-

2011 at the Mission Bhaban 

auditorium at Dhanmondi in the 

capital on 8 December, 2012. 

Speakers further said Khan 

Bahadur Ahsanullah (RA) was 

an enlightened personality. 

During his life time, he 

relentlessly worked for the 

welfare of people. This is why, 

Khan Bahadur Ahsanullah Gold 

Medal Award was introduced to 

recognise the persons who work 

for people's welfare. 

Noted patroniser of education, 

successful businessman, who 

worked with dedication for 

advancement of society, who 

posses rare qualities of human 

being, Hafiz Ahmed Mojumder, 

was awarded the prestigious 

award. 

The gold medal award winner, 

Hafiz Ahmed Mojumder, said 

Khan Bahadur Ahsanullah (RA) 

was a personality of high 

stature. I am proud to receive an 

award that was introduced after 

his name. 

Dhaka Ahsania Mission (DAM) 

president Kazi Rafiqul Alam 

presided over the function while 

it was attended by the minister 

for information and 

communication technology, 

Mostafa Faruque Mohammad 

MP, as chief guest. The 

chairman of board of governors 

of UCEP Bangladesh, Dr 

Obaidur Rab, chairman of the 

National Board of Revenue 

(NBR) and former secretary Dr 

Mohammad Abdul Mazid were 

present as discussants. 

The chairman of Krishi Bank, 

Ibrahim Khaled, who previously 

won the Ahsanullah Gold Medal 

Award and former secretary S 

M Al Hussaini also spoke on the 

occasion. The chief of the text 

book division of Bangla 

Acdemy, Dr Abdul Wahab, read 

out a paper on the occasion. 

DAM executive director Dr M 

Ehsanur Rahman delivered 

welcome address. 

Hafiz Ahmed Mojumder formed  

Hafiz Mojumder Education 

Trust and established many 

educational institutions and 

hospitals one after another. 

Every year, Dhaka Ahsania 

Mission has been awarding this 

award named after Khan 

Bahadur Ahsanullah, a noted 

educationist, social reformer 

and former assistant director of 

the Department of Education of 

the then British regime, to a 

distinguished national 

personality, in recognition to 

his/her extraordinary 

contributions in any particular 

field, at national level.   

Call to build a beautiful society being
inspired by Ahsanullah's ideal

Human trafficking: The worst form of HR violations

from page> 7

Dipak Kumar Sarkar, Project Co-ordinator, ACT Project
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Thematic Focus

Magnitude of Trafficking: There is no 

doubt that human trafficking is the worst 

form of human rights (HR) violations. 

Women and children generally fall 

victims of trafficking. It is a criminal act 

prevalent all over the world from early 

period of civilisation. In recent time, the 

issue of human trafficking has become a 

major social and political concern across 

the world including Bangladesh. 

According to a report of the International 

Labour Organisation (ILO), some 200,000 

to 250,000 women and children are 

annually trafficked to various countries of 

Southeast Asia while over  one million 

children are trafficked elsewhere around 

the world (ILO, 2002). Generally,  

trafficked women and children are 

destined to do forced labour, commercial 

sexual exploitation or domestic 

enslavement.  As per a report of the 

government of Bangladesh, over 13,000 

children had been trafficked from the 

country over the last five years. 

Cross border trafficking is treated as 

illegal migration. Study shows that not 

only  low income, socially deprived 

people are affected but poverty-stricken 

countries around the world are most 

vulnerable. Human traffickers are very 

active in Nepal and Bangladesh, two 

poverty-stricken countries of South Asia 

(along with Sri Lanka).  Poverty is seen as 

the key factor where poor families are 

compelled to sell their children to 

traffickers (Dottridge, 2002).  Boys are 

also trafficked to Middle Eastern countries 

for using as camel jockey. Organs and 

bones of Bangladeshi boys are also in 

great demand in Indian medical colleges.

Impact of Trafficking: Trafficking has 

multi-dimensional facet. Besides violence 

against women and children, it also poses 

developmental and economic concern 

with far-fetching regional and societal 

consequences. Trafficked women and 

children are often subjected to sexual 

exploitation and therefore especially 

vulnerable to health consequences of 

sexual violence. Trafficking also brings 

about change in their living condition 

typified with extreme dependency. They 

survive in a clandestine and promiscuous 

situation in a different unknown society 

outside their own social and cultural 

safety networks (Tudorache, 2004). These 

traumatic experiences of trafficking have 

direct hazardous physical and mental 

health consequences on the victims.  The 

psychological effects can be devastating to 

young people and aggravated by 

humiliation and detrimental social 

circumstances after returning home.  It can 

also pose a threat and affects public 

health. The human and economic costs of 

unattended health problems of trafficked 

people, particularly in flesh trade and 

given the often unsanitary conditions 

under which trafficked people work and 

live, are immeasurable (US Department of 

State, 2005). 

Mental health consequences of 

trafficking: Psychosomatic reactions 

found in trafficked person can be 

considered as a normal reaction to 

abnormal event like the traumas of 

trafficking experience.  

Trafficking experience of children are 

persistently threatening and in danger of 

chronic physical and sexual violence that 

will put their future development at risk. 

According to Zimmerman (2003), 

persistant abuse can affect a child's 

psychological development and can cause 

pathological personality development. For 

example, children learn to "survive," 

feeling compelled, while they are abused, 

to form attachments and to develop trust 

with their criminal caretakers. After all, 

children tend to trust adult caretakers, 

comply with authority figures and blame 

themselves or feel guilty for what others 

impose on them. The trafficking 

experience has potential disastrous effect 

on their future capacity to form healthy 

relationship based on mutual trust and 

intimacy. In general, the younger the 

child, the more devastating is the impact 

of abuse. Low self-esteem, poor 

interpersonal skills, anxiety, isolation, 

induced psychotic thinking, aggressive 

and/or hypersexual behaviour, learning 

disabilities, substance abuse, suicidal 

tendencies are but a few of the potential 

consequences of child sexual abuse and 

illustrate the devastating dysfunctional 

effects of trafficking on children.

This is why, long-term work in 

multidisciplinary teams involving 

psychotherapists, psychiatrists, physicians, 

social workers, police and social services 

is required to address the psychosocial 

need of trafficked women and children at 

every stage of identification to recovery to 

integration.

However, the existence of structures and 

laws mean nothing without improved 

attitude towards and respectful perception 

of survivors so that women and process of 

rehabilitation become humanised, rather 

than over-criminalised or scandalised.

Trend of psychosocial counselling in 

Bangladesh:

Human trafficking: The worst

form of HR violations

see page>6
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